Old and new TNM in carcinoma of the gastric antrum: analysis of our personal experience.
Various tumor node metastasis (TNM) classifications have been proposed for staging of gastric carcinoma, including the fourth edition of the TNM classification and the Japanese Research Society for Gastric Cancer (JRSGC) system. In 1997 the fifth edition of TNM classification introduced the concept of the number of metastatic lymph nodes. We review our experience with staging gastric cancer in light of both the fourth and fifth editions of the TNM classification system. From January 1986 to December 1997, we performed subtotal resection in 193 patients with carcinoma of the gastric antrum. A total of 147 patients presented with criteria from the fifth TNM edition. We compared data from these patients with data from the fourth TNM edition. We analyzed 84 females and 63 males whose average age was 68.9 years. The average number of lymph nodes removed was 16.7. We used the Kaplan-Meier method to analyze survival. In accordance with the fourth TNM edition, we recorded 82 patients who were pN0, 36 who were pN1, and 29 who were pN2; according to the fifth edition, 82 patients were pN0, 33 were pN1, 17 were pN2, and 15 were pN3. Average follow-up was 26.7 months, and average survival was 56.9 months for N0 patients, 38.7 months for N1 patients, and 24.5 months for N2 patients staged according to the fourth edition. According to the fifth edition, survival was 39.3 months for N1 patients, 33.6 months for N2 patients, and 10.3 months for N3 patients. The survival curve was statistically different (P<0.001) between N0 and N1 patients according to the fourth edition; there was no significant difference between N1 and N2 patients. According to the fifth edition, the difference in survival probability was P<0.001 between N0 and N1 patients and N2 and N3 patients. The fifth TNM edition presents a greater ease of stratification in bringing together and mediating diverse cultural experiences between West and East. This staging lays the basis for a more accurate comparison between the groups.